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Article 2 - EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS

Section 1 Employment

A teacher is employed by Pierce Public Schools when the teacher signs the Teacher’s Contract
and the Board of Education approves such contract of employment. The teacher’s employment
continues absent action by the administration or the Board of Education to non-renew, terminate,
amend or cancel the teacher’s employment contract with the school district, or action by the
Board of Education to accept a resignation of employment.

On April 15 of each school year a teacher may be requested to accept employment for the next
school year and shall be required to signify such acceptance on or before April 25 or such other
date after April 15 as may be designated in the notice. It is important for teachers to respond to
the request to signify acceptance of employment by the April 25 or other designated date.
Failure to do so shall constitute cause for amendment of termination of the teacher’s contract. If
a teacher signifies acceptance of employment for the next school year the teacher may either be
issued a new Teacher’s Contract or a “Contract Renewal Agreement.”

Should a teacher wish to resign from employment the teacher should give written notice of
resignation to the Superintendent. The request to resign will be acted upon by the Board of
Education. Mid-year resignations and resignations given late in the spring for the following
school year can present significant planning problems for the District. If a mid-year resignation
is submitted, or a resignation for the following school year is submitted after April 25 or after the
teacher has signified acceptance of employment for the next school year, the Board of Education
may act to not accept the resignation unless a suitable replacement can be found. The District
will enforce the continuing contract of teachers accepting employment for the next school year
under the provisions of Neb Rev. Stat. §79-820.

Section 2 Assignments

The professional duties to be performed by a teacher with the District shall be subject to
assignment by the Superintendent of the District with the approval of the Board of Education. A
teacher will be expected to devote full time during days of school to the teacher’s position and to
diligently and faithfully perform the assigned duties to the best of the teacher’s professional
ability. Job descriptions, where available, provide additional information about the position
duties.

In addition to the normal duties traditionally required of teachers, a teacher may be assigned such
“extra duty” assignments to support the extra-curricular programs of the District, which shall be
upon such terms and conditions and at such additional rate of compensation as the Teacher and
the District may agree upon or as set forth in the negotiated agreement. The extra-curricular
program of the school district is an integral part of the overall educational program of the school
district. As such, a teacher shall not unreasonably refuse to accept such extra-duty assignments.
In addition, performance in an extra duty assignment is a part of the evaluation of the teacher’s
overall performance to the District.

Section 3 Personnel File
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The District will follow the requirements of state and federal law and regulation with regard to a
teacher’s personnel file, including but not limited to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 79-8,109.

Section 4 Grievances and Complaints

Teacher grievances regarding wages, hours, and conditions of employment set forth in the
negotiated agreement shall be governed by the grievance or complaint procedure in the
negotiated agreement. All other employment related grievances or complaints shall be addressed
through the administrative chain of command following the process set forth in board policy.

Section 5 Compensation

Regular Salary and Extra-Duty Compensation. Compensation is paid only as authorized by the
Board of Education. Teachers are paid a salary based on placement on the salary schedule set
forth in the collectively bargained negotiated agreement between the District and the collective
bargaining agent for the certificated teaching staff (referred to in this handbook as the
“negotiated agreement”), and the extra-duty salary schedule also incorporated into the negotiated
agreement.

Changes in Salary Schedule Placement. Changes in a teacher’s placement on the salary schedule
shall be governed by the provisions of the negotiated agreement. Teachers are expected to
provide the Superintendent with a transcript for all graduate hours earned for purposes of
advancement on the salary schedule on of before September 1 of the school year in which such
hours are to be credited for the teacher’s placement on the salary schedule. Failure to timely
provide an official transcript from the post-graduate institution of the graduate hours earned will
result in a loss of such credit for such school year.

Salary Payments. Salary is payable over twelve equal installments. Teachers will be paid on the
20th of the month, or the last preceding school day, if the 20th falls on a vacation or week-end
day. In emergency cases exceptions may be made, subject to the approval of the Board. In no
case shall the Board advance more than one month's salary. Upon separation of a teacher’s
employment, or upon fulfillment of the contract, the teacher may, at the option of the Board, be
paid all salary due in one lump sum.

Additional compensation over and above regular compensation, extra-duty pay and supplemental
pay shall be disbursed as it is earned and deductions from compensation due to unpaid leave
shall be taken out as they are reported to the payroll office. Reimbursements for mileage or other
expenses will be considered separate from compensation.

Section 6 Extended Duty Pay

Extended duty for any teacher beyond the number of contract days established by the Board of
Education for the school year shall be paid at pro rata extension of that teacher’s daily rate of pay
for the annual employment period. Summer school employees will be paid a daily rate of 1/ 185"
of the current base salary. Other extended work will be paid at a rate of $15/hour & $120/day.
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Section 7 Benefits

Teachers are provided benefits in accordance with the negotiated agreement, group health
insurance plan requirements, and the school district’s Section 125 Plan document. Teachers
shall make annual fringe benefit elections by September 1 of each school year. Should a teacher
fail to make such election, the teacher election from the immediately preceding school and
contract year shall be continued. Each teacher is responsible for informing the Office of the
Superintendent in writing of any changes in benefit status.

Continued health insurance benefits are available through COBRA subject to certain qualifying
requirements. A Notice of COBRA Continuation Coverage Rights is attached to this handbook
as Appendix “A.”

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) provides rights and
protections for participants and beneficiaries in group health plans. HIPAA includes protections
for coverage under group health plans that limit exclusions for preexisting conditions; prohibit
discrimination against employees and dependents based on their health status; and allow a
special opportunity to enroll in a new plan to individuals in certain circumstances. HIPAA may
also give you a right to purchase individual coverage if you have no group health plan coverage
available, and have exhausted COBRA or other continuation coverage. Further information may
be obtained from the Plan Administrator of the group health plan.

Section 8 Payroll and Payroll Deductions

Salary and benefits are paid in accordance with the individual employment contracts and
negotiated agreement. Payroll deductions shall be made in accordance with law and the
negotiated agreement.

Section 9 Expense Reimbursement

Reimbursement for authorized mileage will be paid to teachers required to drive their own
vehicles during their regular scheduled working hours between two or more work sites. Claims
for reimbursement should be submitted to the appropriate supervisor. The allowable rate shall be
governed by Board policy, unless otherwise required by law. The District is not liable for
physical damage to employee vehicles.

Staff members that are required to travel between the elementary and high schools will be
reimbursed at the rate of $1/day for each day of travel. This does not include extra-duty
assignments or incidental travel.

Materials necessary for instruction are provided by the District. If teachers need additional
materials for instruction or school-related purposes, the request should be made to the Principal.

Reimbursement for purchase of materials or for meals or other expenses related to travel must be
submitted to and approved by either the Principal or, if the expense relates to an activity, by the
Athletic Director. The request for reimbursement should include a voucher sufficient to establish
that the expense was actually incurred and that the expense was reasonable and related to a
school-purpose.
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Section 10  403(b) Salary Reduction Agreements

The District will cooperate with any teacher who chooses to participate in an investment program
under a Internal Revenue Code Section 403(b) provided that the certificated employee executes a
"Salary Reduction Agreement" provided by the District and the vendor of the 403(b) Plan elected
by the teacher has entered in to a "Service Provider Agreement" with the District holding the
District harmless from any liability that may arise out of such 403(b) Plan, including, but not
limited to, the calculation of the maximum exclusion allowance, tax reporting, notices and
income withholding.

Section 11  Overtime

Teaching professionals are classified as exempt from overtime under the Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA). The overtime exemption for teaching professionals is not dependent on whether the
employee is paid on a “salary basis.” Exempt employees are not eligible for overtime or
compensatory time. A publication provided by the federal government which provides more
information about the FLSA is attached as Appendix “A” to this handbook.

Any non-exempt employees must receive prior approval from their supervisor to work additional
hours beyond their regular work schedule. Non-exempt employees must be paid for each hour
worked in excess of 40 hours in a workweek. The regular workweek is from 12:00 a.m. on
Sunday through 11:59 p.m. on Saturday. The administration may establish a different 7-day
period workweek from time to time for specified employees or employee groups.

Overtime pay for non-exempt employees will be paid at the rate of not less than 1'% times the
employee's regular rate of pay for hours worked in excess of the 40 hour workweek. Employees
with two or more non-exempt positions may be eligible for overtime pay based upon the total
number of hours worked in one workweek. If applicable, the employee and the Superintendent
will agree upon the overtime rate, in compliance with FLSA regulations. A non-exempt
employee may request compensatory time in lieu of overtime pay, with approval of the
employer, with the rate figured as 12 times the number of hours worked in excess of 40 hours in
any work week. Compensatory time may be accumulated up to 40 hours upon approval by their
supervisor. Any accumulation of compensatory time over 40 hours must be approved by the
Superintendent. The FLSA limits the accumulation of compensatory time to 240 hours.

The District’s policy is to not permit improper deductions from the salary of exempt employees
who are required to meet a “salaried basis” test for the exemption to be applicable. (Teaching
professionals are not subject to the “salaried basis” test). An employee who feels an improper
deduction affecting exemption status has occurred may submit a complaint to the Superintendent
or the Superintendent’s designee, who shall promptly investigate the complaint. Reimbursement
shall be made and a good faith commitment to comply in the future will be given in the event it
is determined that an improper deduction affecting overtime exemption has been made.

The District’s policy is to authorize unpaid disciplinary suspensions of a full day or more for
infractions of workplace conduct rules and to apply such policy uniformly to all similarly
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situated employees, including exempt employees who are required to meet a “salaried basis” test
for the exemption to be applicable. Unpaid disciplinary suspensions of a partial day or of a full
day or more may be implemented for infractions of safety rules of major significance.
Deductions of pay of a partial day or of a full day or more may be made for FMLA leaves and in
the first and last weeks of employment. In addition, based on principles of public accountancy,
deductions from pay of a partial day or of a full day or more will be made for absences for
illness, injury or personal reasons when accrued leave is not used or not available, and for
absences due to any budget-required furlough.
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